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SUBJECT: GDR AGAIN SEEKS U.S. AGREEMENT TO PROLONGED 
STAYS BY TECHNICAL SALES PERSONNEL 

1 . AT THE FOREIGN TRADE MINISTRY DECEMBER 8 ON 
ANOTHER MATTER, ECON/COMM OFFICER WAS TOLD THAT 
WHILE FOREIGN TRADE STATE SECRETARY BEIL WAS IN 
WASHINGTON, HE HAD RECEIVED THE IMPRESSION THAT PENDING 
CONCLUSION OF A CONSULAR AGREEMENT, THE US MIGHT BE WILLING 
TO WORK OUT A FORMULA THAT 

WOULD PERMIT GDR TECHNICIANS TO REMAIN IN THE UNITED 
STATES WITH FAMILIES FOR TECHNICAL SERVICE ON GDR 
EXPORT MACHINERY SOLD BY US AGENTS. THE GDR WISHED TO 
SUBMIT TWO SUCH APPLICATIONS FOR VISAS NEXT WEEK, ONE 
FOR AN EMPLOYEE OF UNITECHNA WHO WOULD SERVICE 
PRINTING MACHINERY, AND ONE FROM CARL ZEISS. 

2. ECON/COMM OFFICER SAID THAT ACCOUNTS HE 

HAD OF THE WASHINGTON CONVERSATIONS SUGGESTED THAT 
THE GDR HAD BEEN TOLD IT REMAINS US POLICY NOT TO 
ALLOW THE ESTABLISHMENT OF GDR COMMERCIAL OFFICES 
IN THE UNITED STATES UNTIL OTHER QUESTIONS IN 
THE BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP HAVE BEEN RESOLVED; AND 
THAT WE VIEW GDR SERVICE REPRESENATIVES AS 
EQUIVALENT TO OFFICES. EMBOGG SAID HE COULD NOT 
ADVISE GDR ON WHETHER OR NOT TO SUBMIT APPLICATIONS, 
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IN WASHINGTON PROVIDED NO BASIS FOR THE EXPECTATION 
THAT THE US WOULD RESPOND FAVORABLY. 

3. MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE OFFICER (FRIEDRICH) 

SAID HE WAS SORRY TO HEAR THAT INTERPRETATION, WHICH 
WAS DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE GDR EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON. FRIEDRICH SAID THE PERSONNEL ARE 
TECHINICAL AND WOULD NOT BE A SALES OFFICE; AND THAT 
WITHOUT SUCH PERSONNEL, THE GDR HAS GREAT DIFFICULTY 
DEMONSTRATING THAT IT IS ABLE TO SUPPLY MACHINERY 
OF AHIGH TECHNICAL STANDARD. FRIEDRICH SAID THAT 
IF ECON/COMM OFFICER HAD AN OCCASION TO CHECK WITH 
WASHINGTON ON THIS POINT, HE WOULD APPRECIATE 
CONFIRMATION. 

4. COMMENT: FRIEDRICH S REFERENCE TO THE GDR 
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON IN CONNECTION WITH A MATTER 
ON WHICH BEIL HAS FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE IS SOMEWHAT 
PUZZLING. IN ANY EVENT THE GDR WISHES TO TEST THE 
WATER AGAIN, PROBABLY HOPING THAT THE ATMOSPHERE 
HAS IMPROVED SUFFICIENTLY TO BREAK LOOSE US 
PERMISSION FOR ITS 'SALES ENGINEERS" TO SET UP 
HOUSEKEEPING IN THE US. FOR THE EMBASSY'S PART, 

WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT APPROVAL OF THE REQUEST 
COULD ENCOURAGE THE GDR TO BE FORTHCOMING IN AREAS OF 
INTEREST OT US, E.G. RESOLUTION OF HUMANITARIAN 
CASES, AND WE RECOMMEND THAT FRIEDRICH BE TOLD 
THAT IF HIS APPLICANTS MEET OTHER US CRITERIAN, THAT 
THEY AND MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES COULD BE ISSUED 
VISAS FOR PROLONGED STAYS. POLANSKY 
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